Prairieland Parish
20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026

Prelude—Welcome—Announcements

Today’s gospel is about the wedding banquet.  The parable tells how a king offered to anyone the opportunity to come to the banquet.  When those first invited did not participate, the king went out and asked others to accept the invitation.  When the king arrived at the wedding banquet, he noticed a man not properly prepared for the occasion.  Are we aware of our responsibilities as the invited guests to partake in this world to share the love of God?

Call to Worship

All are invited by God to partake in spreading his word to others in this world.
As invited guests, we are blessed to be chosen, but with that blessing comes the responsibility of carrying out our duties as Christians.
Our duties are not to be taken lightly or dismissed as though they can be done at a later time. 
Heaven Father, give us the courage to speak out for you, every opportunity you bless us with each day.  Telling others of your great love is a privilege, at times, we do not embrace.  Strengthen our minds and spirit to be the stewards of your word, just as Jesus did when he was among the people.

Prayer of Confession

Forgive us Heavenly Father, when we sidestep, ignore or fail to realize each opportunity we are given by you, to let other know just how blessed we are to be your children.  

Hymn #140 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
The Word of God

Gospel Lesson…………………………………………………………….Matthew 22 : 1 – 14

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.’

The word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God!

Children’s Time

Hymn #393 Spirit of the Living God (sing twice)

Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.

Message

Prayers for the People—The Lord’s Prayer

Offering/Doxology/Prayer

What we have given is small in comparison to the needs of the world.  Yet what is given here today as a congregation when put together is more.  And where the miracle occurs is how you multiply it for us.  We ask you to bless our offering as only you can.

Departing Hymn #348 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me;
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.
Refrain:
Come home, come home;
you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? 
Refrain:
Come home, come home;
you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!
3 Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing,
passing from you and from me;
shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming,
coming for you and for me. 
Refrain:
Come home, come home;
you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!
4 O for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. 
Refrain:
Come home, come home;
you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, O sinner, come home!
Departing words 

As you depart today, keep in mind our responsibility as God’s invited guests.  Our duties as good Christians continue on each and every day.  Leaving church does not end our commitment to God for the rest of the week.  Embrace fully the privilege God has bestowed upon us, to spread the good news everywhere we go.  AMEN

Postlude—you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude.

